
 

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY 

 

Simon Fraser UniversityÕs certificate 

program is for professionals working in 

community economic development who 

want to increase their skills and 

knowledge in the field. Our instructors 

are practitioners with many years of 

experience and a special knack for 

sharing their expertise.  

 

The eight courses offered in the 

program are organized to provide 

opportunities for thoughtful exploration 

and practical learning in the critical 

elements of CED values and principles, 

enterprise development, financing, 

planning and research, community 

participation and sustainability. The 

range of courses provides an excellent 

grounding for practitioners in a variety 

of workplaces and settings.  

 
 

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM FOR 
 

Community 
Economic 
Development 
Professionals 
 
 

Now offered in 
Dawson Creek, 
Houston, Mission, 
Vanderhoof and 
Williams Lake! 



COMMUNITY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT (CED) 
is an inclusive and participatory  
process by which communities initiate  
and generate their own multiple  
bottom -line solutions to economic  
problems by:  
 
¥ stabilizing local economies  
¥ creating long -term employment  
¥ contributing to the health of the  

natural environment  
¥ building on local resources and 

capacities 
¥ increasing community control and  

ownership. 
 
As an alternative to conventional  
approaches to economic development  
CED focuses on developing sustainable 
communities based on the relationship 
between economic factors and social, 
environmental and cultural elements of 
community well -being and resilience.  
 

THE CENTRE FOR 
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
Established in 1989, the CentreÕs 
goal is to encourage accountable,  
sustainable and appropriate  
community economic development in  
BC. www.sfu.ca/cscd  
 

THE CANADIAN CED NETWORK 
Established in 1999, the Network is a 
member-led association of community 
economic development practitioners and 
organizations.  www.ccednet -rcdec.ca  
 
In 2007, the Centre for Sustainable 
Community Development and the 
Canadian CED Network formed a 
partnership to increase the impact and 
reach of the progra m.  
 

PLANNING INSTITUTE OF BC 
The SFU Certificate Program for CED 
Professionals qualifies for Planning 
Institute of British Columbia (PIBC)  
Learning credits. You can earn 7.0 
CPD learning credits for one course. 

 
COUNCIL FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF NATIVE 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS 
We are pleased that the  certificate 
program has been articulated with two 
of the CouncilÕs competencies within 
the Certified Aboriginal Economic  
Developer Technician Level.  

PARTICIPANTS 
The program is for participants who have 
some personal frame of reference 
and/or career experience related to 
CED. 
 
Courses are designed to enhance the 
knowledge of experienced participants 
as well as to provide a basis for practice 
for newer practitioners. It will be of 
particular  
interest to those who are:  
 
¥ staff or volunteers in economic  

development organizations  
such as Community Futures 
Development Corporations,  
economic development  
associations, aboriginal 
organizations and economic 
development corporations,  
credit unions and cooperatives  

¥ employees in the corporate  
sector where there is interest in  
community sustainability and  
corporate social responsibility  

¥ staff or volunteers in nonprofit  
organizations such as 
foundations, anti -poverty  
organizations and housing 
societies 

¥ employees in government 
departments with an interest  
in CED, such as industrial 
adjustment, sustainable resource  
management, retraining and  
social welfare  

 
COMMUNITY FUTURES 
Community Futures British Columbia  was 
established to promote, coordinate and 
facilitate community economi c 
development initiatives; to foster a 
better understanding of the Community 
Futures program; and to serve as a 
catalyst in promoting strong partnerships 
between key stakeholders involved in 
the community economic development 
process.   
 
The Centre for Sustainable Community 
Development and the Canadian CED 
Network are pleased to partner with 
Community Futures BC and five local 
Community Futures organizations to 
offer the program in the 2009 -2010 
academic year in Dawson Creek, 
Houston, Mission, Vanderhoof and 
Williams Lake via videoconferencing.  
This partnership allows us to offer the 
program at reduced tuition fees to 
students, generating substantial savings 
to students by reducing travel and fee 
costs. Carbon emissions are also lower.  
 

GENERAL ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS 
The certificate program is open to 
individuals with an undergraduate 
degree or the equivalent and 
professional or volunteer experience in a 
CED setting. 
 
The program is also open to candidates 
who can demonstrate substantial 
practical experience an d who do not 
have degree level qualifications.  
 
Candidates with degree level 
qualifications who lack practical 
experience but are interested in working 
in the field of CED will also be 
considered for admission.  
 

INSTRUCTORS AND 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 
Faculty are associated with the Centre 
for Sustainable Community Development 
at SFU and bring expertise and practical 
experience in CED to the courses. 
 
Instructional methods include lectures, 
small group discussions, participant 
presentations and assignments. 
Participants will be provided with pre -
course required reading and will be 
expected to prepare a brief case study 
to use in the course. They are also 
expected to complete written post -
course assignments. The case study 
approach allows participants to focus 
their learning on issues and opportunities 
in their own communities, and to 
integrate their workplace experience 
throughout the program.  
 

CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS 
Participants are required to complete 
eight courses within two years and also a 
final Learnin g Assessment Summary in 
consultation with the Program Director.  

 
ADMISSION 
Admission to the program is determined 
by an assessment of the candidateÕs 
academic qualifications, work 
experience and interest in the field.  
 
 
"The CED courses at SFU have proven 
to be an invaluable asset for my staff 
who have participated. They not only 
get instruction from highly qualified 
instructors but, in most cases, from 
instructors who are still working at 
the grass roots level in CED." 

Ð Ray Gerow, Manager, Prince George 
Aboriginal Business Development Centre 



OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM 
The eight courses listed below are organized to provide opportunities for thoughtful  
exploration and practical learning in the critical elements of CED values and principles,  
enterprise deve lopment, financing, planning and research, community participation  
and sustainability. The range of courses provides an excellent grounding for  
practitioners in a variety of workplaces and settings.  
 
CONTEXT 
Local Development and the Global Economy  
Globalization has transformed the way economies operate. Consolidation of ownership  
and control, increasing mobility of capital and the liberalization of trade relationships  
are presenting major challenges for regional and local economies. This course explores  
how communities utilize sustainable community development principles and processes  
to draw on their own assets and make their communities more resilient.  
 
Sustainable Community Development and CED  
Many of our most critical global issues (climate change, depl etion of natural resources)  
are rooted in national, regional and local policies and practices. This course explores  
specific community issues and options for solutions that contribute to sustainable  
community development in the context of CED.  
 
MODELS 
Social Enterprise and CED  
Social enterprises operate with multiple bottom lines. They generate revenues and  
create significant social and environmental value. Social enterprises grow out of  
community processes and vary in purpose. Some create revenue for a non-profit;  
others create enabling and participatory work places for the most disadvantaged.  
This course will assist students to understand the concept, characteristics and types of  
social enterprise as well as provide planning tools for venture selection, or ganizational  
systems and structures, for -profit/mission -based cultural challenges and measurements 
of success. 
 
Co-operative Models for CED  
The development of co -operatives for employment, processing, marketing, retail  
sales or ownership of community resources or other assets are attractive options for  
communities and individuals as a way to put sustainable community development  
principles into practice. This course examines the types of co -operatives, their benefits  
and the development process that underli es their success. 
 
PROCESSES 
Developing CED enterprises  
Creating, purchasing or investing in an enterprise requires a systematic approach.  
This course focuses on venture development starting from regional economic analysis  
through a series of steps includi ng selection criteria, feasibility studies, and business  
planning.  
 
Community Organizing for  CED 
The involvement of community members and organizations is a critical feature of  
community economic development. This course explores the principles of communit y 
participation, the community participation continuum, and elements of a successful  
community participation plan. The course includes both the theory of community  
participation and practical implementation tools.  
 
Financing CED 
Raising and leveraging investment is an essential skill for CED practitioners. This  
course will assist students to prepare a funding and financing package. Course content  
includes commercial financing (mainstream and alternative sources of debt and  
equity, including venture capital and grants). The essentials of balance sheets, income  
statements and cash flow projections will also be covered.  
 
Natural Resource Communities in Transition  
Many resource communities are experiencing significant shifts in their historic economic 
bases. This course explores the roots of these shifts and examines how other communities 
have moved through these changes from a community economic development perspective. 
The course will explore the stages a community goes through from notification to 
revitalizati on and what action practitioners can take to assist the transition.  

APPLICATION INFORMATION 
To apply for the certificate program 
please complete the accompanying 
application form and ret urn it with the 
non-refundable  application fee by July 
10, 2009. 
 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
Register online at 
www.sfu.ca/cscd/ced/reginfo.htm  
 
DEADLINES 
Application deadline:  
June 30, 2009 
 
Registration & tuition fees deadline:   
July 15, 2009 for Fall 2009 courses 
November 20, 2009 for Spring 2010 
courses. 
 
TUITION FEES:  
The course fee for this offering only is 
reduced from  $450 to $375 per course.   

Fall Tuition is $1125 
Spring Tuition is $1875 

 
CANCELLATION POLICY: 
Cancellation of your registration at 
least three we eks before the beginning 
of a course will result in a full refund. 
Cancellation less than three weeks 
before the start date of a course is 
non-refundable. In exceptional 
circumstances we will transfer your 
fees to another course within the same 
year. A $50 administrative fee is 
charged for transfers.  
 
COURSE SCHEDULE/ 
INFORMATION 
Participants are able to complete  
the full certificate within one year.  
Each class consists of fifteen hours 
of instruction.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
Nicole Chaland  
Program Director 
SFU Certificate Program for CED 
Professionals 
www.sfu.ca/cscd/ced   
 
Telephone 250-478-3294 
Email certced@sfu.ca 
 
 

ÒHonestly, I think it is some 
of the most practical 
education I have ever 
received.Ó 

- Patricia Morgan, Dawson Creek 
 

www.sfu.ca/cscd/ced  
 



ÒI loved every second of the program. 
I was expecting to leave with a deeper 
understanding of CED, and I did, but 
more importantly I connected with my 
fellow students and ha ve been inspired 
by their passion and enthusiasm for 
making a difference in their 
communities.Ó 
- Michelle Eggli, enterprising non -profits program  
 
ÒItÕs not only the learning Ð itÕs the 
synergies & networks that are created 
add value to the program.Ó  
- Garth Stiller , Western Economic Diversification Canada 

 

 ÒThe whole program has really been a 
huge benefit to me. I like the format, 
having two days and then an assignment; 
the assignments have been valuable and 
applicable. Good good good.Ó 

- Kevin Koopmans, Community Futures South Fraser 
 
 ÒThis type of professional development 
in CED can really help in putting together 
workable ideas that achieve financial, 
social & environmental results.Ó  

- Dave Mowat, former CEO, Vancity 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE FOR 2009 & 2010 
 

Course Location  Instructor  Date 

Fall 2009  

Natural Resource Communities in 
Transition  

CF Video 
conferencing 

Victor Cumming September 24-25 

Local Development and the 
Global Economy 

CF Video 
conferencing Melanie Conn October 22-23 

Community Organizing for CED 
CF Video 

conferencing 
Anne Docherty 
and Melanie 
Sondergaard 

November 19-20 

Spring 2010  

Social Enterprise & CED 
CF Video 

conferencing Michelle Colussi January 28-29 

Financing CED Projects 
CF Video 

conferencing 
Rebecca Pearson 
and Stewart 
Anderson 

February 25-26 

Sustainable Development & CED 
CF Video 

conferencing Sean Markey March 18-19 

Co-operative Models for CED 
CF Video 

conferencing 
Melanie Conn and 
Marty Frost 

April 15-16 

Developing CED Enterprises 
CF Video 

conferencing Victor Cumming May 13-14 

 
www.sfu.ca/cscd/ced  



 

Certificate Program for CED Professionals 
USE THIS APPLICATION FORM ONLY IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR 2009-2010 PROGRAM OFFERING AT ONE OF THE 

COMMUNITY FUTURES VIDEOCONFERENCING LOCATIONS LISTED BELOW 

COMMUNITY FUTURES     Please select the location where you would like to take the program courses  
 Cariboo Chilcotin  
266 Oliver Street,  Williams Lake 

 Nadina  
!2430 Butler Avenue, Houston 

 Stuart Nechako  
2750 Burrard Avenue, Vanderhoof 

 Peace Liard 
904-102nd Avenue, Dawson Creek 

 North Fraser 
32386 Fletcher Avenue, Mission 

 

    

Name  Date of Application   

Position/Title   Organization  

Address  City Province Postal Code 

Telephone  Telephone (alternate)  Email  

EMPLOYMENT AND EXPERIENCE         Current resume is attached ( describe your current job and your CED experience)  
 

Describe your academic background (degrees, diplomas, certificates)  
    

Institution  Year Type of education / training  Degree / Certificate  

Institution  Year Type of education / training  Degree / Certif icate  

Other relevant training or professional development  
    

    

    

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES   How do you hope to benefit from enrolling in this program? 
 

 

 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY 
The University collects your personal info rmation under the authority of the University Act (RSBC 1996, c. 468, s. 27(4)(a)). The information is related directly to and  
needed by the University to administer and operate non -credit programs, workshops and courses. The information will be used to re gister you in the appropriate  non-credit 
program, monitor your academic progress and send you information about University programs. It will also be used to issue certificates and diplomas  for eligible students.  

 

Signature 

APPLICATION FEE **Application  Fee is $50 as of June 1, 2009.  
 

A non-refundable application fee of $25  is required upon application. Payment of the application fee is made by:  
  cheque (payable to the Canadian CED Network)       money order       VISA       MasterCard 

Account Number   Expiry date   

CardholderÕs name (if different from applicant)    

CardholderÕs Signature   
RETURN ADDRESS  
Please return your completed application form and fee to:  
NICOLE CHALAND, Program Director  
SFU Certificate Program for CED Professionals 
#3-980 Heywood Avenue, Victoria, B.C. V8V 2Y4 
Email certced@sfu.ca  

 


